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Dear Graduate,

C 
ongratulations on achieving this 
important educational milestone! 

Your graduation from Owens Community 
College represents the culmination of 
years of hard work and sacrifice on this 
journey by you and those who supported 
you, all in the midst of a global pandemic.  
Your college degree, along with your 
demonstrated resilience and grit, open 
the door to unlimited and exciting 
opportunities to further your career or 
education, strengthen your community, 
and support and enrich your family. 

The Owens Community College Board of 
Trustees, the faculty and staff, and I are 
proud to recognize and celebrate your 
accomplishment. As a graduate of Owens 
Community College, you join a network of 
more than 41,000 alumni who contribute to 
the vitality of Northwest Ohio.

Best wishes and we hope you will stay  
in touch!

Respectfully,

Bill Balzer, Ph.D.
Interim President 

Congratulations
A Message from the Interim President
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About Owens 
Community College

Owens Community College  
was established September 
13, 1965 as a technical 

institute with fewer than 200 
students enrolled. After 55 years, 
Owens has touched countless 
lives by preparing students for 
in-demand jobs and 
successful university 
transfer.

Owens has awarded 
more than 41,000 
associate degrees, 
but also educated 
thousands of 
additional students 
who transferred to 
4-year public or private 
colleges to pursue a 
bachelor’s degree, 
earned short-term 
certifications or 
enrolled in non-
credit classes.

Self-reported 
graduate data 
shows that 70 
percent of Owens 
alumni choose to 
live and work in 

local communities, 
powering the cities’ 
economies and 
improving their 
lives at the same 
time. Owens alumni 
are found where 
they are needed 
the most, at nearby 
hospitals, doctor’s 
offices, schools, local 
businesses, police 

and fire stations, auto service 
facilities, restaurants and more.

An Owens education carries 
value beyond the classroom. 
According to economic impact 
data*, Owens graduates benefit 
directly by earning 14 percent 
higher future earnings for 
every $1 they pay for their 
Owens education.

Owens has  
awarded more than 

41,000
associate degrees
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The community at-large benefits 
as well. The study found Owens 
Community College generated 
$708.3 million in Lucas, Wood and 
Hancock counties when factoring 
the College’s operations spending 
coupled with spending from current 
students and alumni. 

The $708.3 million economic impact 
produced by Owens is equal to 
approximately 2.1 percent of the 
total gross regional product (GRP) 
in the Owens service district, or the 
equivalent of creating more than 
10,500 new jobs.

In fulfilling its mission through the 
decades, Owens has responded to 
labor market needs. Students choose 
from more than 70 academic programs 
and career certifications, transfer 
options and non-credit continuing 
education courses at campus locations 
in Perrysburg Township and Findlay  
as well as online.

In the classroom, the College’s caring 
faculty members continue to teach 
industry information, skills and 
ideas so students understand how 
the classroom knowledge translates 
into the real world. Class sizes remain 

small, allowing the Owens mission 
of success for each individual 
student to be fulfilled.

Owens Community College is 
proud to be the community’s 
choice for higher education. 
More information about 
Owens is available at www.
owens.edu.

70 percent 
of Owens alumni choose to live and 

work in local communities

* - Fiscal year 2013-14 data, 
January 2016
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2021 Outstanding  
Graduate Awards

School of Business, Information and Public Service

Food, Nutrition and Hospitality Outstanding Graduate Award
Hannah Heyerly, Culinary Arts

Criminal Justice Sciences Outstanding Graduate Award
Rachal Hamilton, Professional Law Enforcement Certificate

Business Technologies Outstanding Graduate Award 
Erica Cutcher, Business Management Technology

School of Liberal Arts

Gerald Bazer Award for the Outstanding Arts and Sciences Graduate 
Florence Hayes, Business Transfer Concentration

School of Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics

Applied Engineering and Industrial Technologies  
Outstanding Graduate Award
Jameson W. Botimer, Environmental Science Concentration

Electrical Engineering & Computer Technologies  
Outstanding Graduate Award
Alan P. Schroeder, Computer Programming Technology

Transportation Technologies Outstanding Graduate Award
Collin Wodrich, General Motors Automotive Service Excellence Program 
(ASEP)

Academic schools honor their outstanding graduates based on success criteria that 
varies by award, including academic, professional, volunteer, personal and more. 
The faculty, staff and administration congratulate these outstanding graduates:
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School of Nursing and Health Professions

Janell Lang Outstanding Service Award in Health Professions
Victoria James, Dental Hygiene

Linda Myers Outstanding Radiography Student Award
Hannah Warn, Radiologic Technology

Barbara Rood Award
Findlay – Julia Vanhoose, Registered Nursing
Option A – Harper Hahey, Registered Nursing
Option B – Corey Holmes, Registered Nursing
Option C – Heather Miller, Registered Nursing
Option D – Morgan Lause, Registered Nursing

Peggy Bensman Award
Sarah Elting, LPN/ADN

Outstanding Vascular Sonography Student Award
Meridith Meyer, Vascular Sonography

Outstanding Diagnostic Medical Sonography Student Award
Veronica Venegas, Diagnostic Medical Sonography

Outstanding MRI Student Award
Andrea Parisca, Magnetic Resonance Imaging



Spring Commencement 20218

Alpha Delta Nu is the honor 
society established by the National 
Organization for Associate Degree 
Nursing. The Owens nursing program 
has been chartered as the Pi Chapter. 
The purpose of Alpha Delta Nu is to 
recognize the academic excellence of 
students in Associate Degree Nursing 
programs, to encourage the pursuit 
of advanced degrees and continuing 
education as a lifelong professional 
responsibility and to promote the 
recruitment of qualified individuals into 
the profession of nursing.

Gamma Theta Upsilon is an 
international honor society in 
geography. Members must achieve a 
3.0 GPA in geography.  The mission of 
Gamma Theta Upsilon is to advance 
geography as a cultural and practical 
discipline for study.

Kappa Beta Delta is the business 
honor society that recognizes academic 
excellence for students in applied 
business technologies and business 
administration transfer programs. To 
be a member each student must achieve 
a GPA of 3.5 or higher. Members can be 
recognized by their royal blue stoles.

Phi Theta Kappa is the International 
Honor Society for two-year college 
students across all academic disciplines. 
Students are inducted into the Alpha 
Omega Pi Chapter on the Toledo-area 
Campus and Beta Xi Chi Chapter on 
the Findlay-area Campus based upon 
their remarkable scholarship of an 
overall GPA 3.5 or above, and leadership 
potential. Members can be recognized 
by their gold stoles and gold tassels. 

Psi Beta is the National Honor Society 
in Psychology for Community and 
Junior Colleges. Psi Beta was founded 
for the purpose of stimulating 
knowledge and recognizing students’ 
scholarship and interest in psychology. 

Sigma Phi Alpha is a National Honor 
Society for dental hygiene students. 
Sigma Phi Alpha was founded in 1958 to 
recognize the highest achieving students 
in dental hygiene programs throughout 
the United States.

The Owens Honors Program is a 
challenging and enriching educational 
opportunity for exceptional students 
who strive for academic excellence. 
Honors Scholars successfully complete 
critical thinking and great readings 
courses and nine credit hours of 
advanced, independent study with a 
3.5 GPA or higher. The Honors Scholar 
graduates are wearing red and white 
ribbons with bronze medallions 
engraved with the College Seal.

The College would like to recognize graduating students for their involvement, 
dedication and/or induction to the following:

Recognition of Special  
Student Populations
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Student Government provides students 
with dynamic, on-campus leadership 
opportunities. Elected annually by their 
peers, Student Government members 
represent the student body and take an 
active leadership role on campus issues. 
These graduates are wearing red and blue 
cords which represent their advocacy for 
fellow students through leadership in 
Student Government.

Graduates who are Veterans are wearing 
red, white and blue cords, which signify 
their honorable military service.

Owens Express Athletics provides 
student-athletes the opportunity to 
develop their talent and sportsmanship 
in intercollegiate athletics. These 
student-athletes devote hours to 
maintaining their GPA and eligibility 
while excelling in the fundamentals of 
their sport, teamwork, leadership and 
service. 

The National Society of Leadership and 
Success is an honor society that provides 
a life-changing leadership program to 
help students achieve personal growth 
and career success and to empower 
them to have a positive impact in 
their communities.  Members can be 
recognized by their black and platinum 
honor cords.

The Service Scholars program recognizes 
students who receive exposure to 
community engagement initiatives 
through designated service activities, 
service learning courses and selected 
on-campus involvement. Service Scholars 
are wearing red, white and silver cords 
to highlight their commitment to 
community service.  This year’s Service 
Scholars are:

Cassie Brescol

Ashley Geldine

Joan Hallett 

Stephanie Laycock 

Tim McQuillin Jr.

Elizabeth Perras 

Danielle Scheiderer 

Veronica Venegas 
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Graduates with Honors
Students who have maintained a high level of academic achievement are graduated 
with Honors. Honors designations and the corresponding grade point averages are: 
Summa Cum Laude (3.91-4.0), Magna Cum Laude (3.80-3.90), Cum Laude (3.50-3.79). 
Students wearing the distinctive gold cord are Honors graduates. 

Summa Cum Laude

Magna Cum Laude

Bradley T. Allan
Sydney L. Becher
Justin J. Bennett
Riley A. Betcher
Jacob S. Birchall
John P. Bowers
RaShada Bruce 
Racheal M. Carranza
Amy L. Deeter
Dakota E. DuBois
Ashley D. Geldine

Russell L. Grimm
George Thomas Heban
Dallas R. Lewis
Gregory A. McClusky
Ahmed A. Mohammed
Ciera L. Neal
Andrea Parisca
Alisha R. Pierce
Alexis G. Pirrwitz
Jenna E. Priest
Cornell R. Rice

Michael P. Richardson
Gabriel D. Russell
Alan P. Schroeder
Andrew M. Smith
Cooper A. Sprinkle
Kortney M. Sutter
Daniel L. Taylor
Donald A. Thanasiu
Elijah S. Weber

Robert L. Barkhimer
Noah A. Beattie
Meghan D. Benner
Rachel L. Benson
Cassie A. Brescol
Francesca C. Capponi
Andrea S. Cherry
Amanda J. Czech
Alexander R. Dahms
Hannah R. Elrod
Audrey M. Gawrych

Alyssa M. Heyerly
Hannah E. Heyerly
Madilyn M. Hohenberger
Jared P. Howell
Dalton A. Joice
Kourtney Klann
Brent McClain
Tim E. McQuillin Jr.
Meridith M. Meyer
Miranda Noss
Ashley K. Patterson

Michelle G. Pavel
Olivia S. Reinhart
Erica T. Schiets 
Lillian R. Sherman
Gisell E. Smith
Taylor M. Stanforth
Gavin D. Starcher
Cassandra Sullivan
Veronica Venegas
Collin R. Wodrich
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Because some graduates opted to keep their names confidential, they have not been listed in this program.

Cum Laude

Sara M. Alnassir
Amber N. Alvarado
Ruth E. Ammons
Evan B. Aufderhaar
Ashor Babona 
Amanda J. Barbee
India N. Barrand
Ryan M. Beauregard
Riley Bialorucki
Samantha J. Bombrys
Hunter E. Breidenbach
Makayla M. Burtscher
Joshua D. Case
Elizabeth Chagolla
Alexandra E. Clark
Cordell O. Clarkson
David B. Cochran
April M. Cousino
Garrett N. Cummings
Erica L. Cutcher
Derek Delgado
Julie D. DeSloover
Kaitlyn M. Diaz
Brian J. Dietz
Jack J. Doeden
Magdalina A. Elchert
Alyssa M. Escobedo
Chad Fraser
Cody M. Hambro
Brittany A. Hayes
Florence M. Hayes
Christopher L. Hoeffel
Alyssa S. Homer
Randall J. Huner 
Andrew J. Husted
Nathan C. Jacobs
Victoria R. James

Lori L. Kelso
Samuel E. Kennedy
Jamie M. Kincaid-Phillips
Jacob B. Knisely
Jamey L. Kohli
Abigail A. Kolinski
Matthew S. Lawer
Kadijah S. Lee
Timothy M. Lemire
Katelynn E. Lingle
Jay Lopez
Gidget B. Losiewicz
Austin P. Maple
Tyler A. Maple
Danielle E. McConnell
Darlene M. McCracken
Ridge A. McGirr
Ciara M. McMillan
Jasmine E. McNett
Matthew P. McNutt
Matthew R. Miedema
Brendan J. Miller
Craig A. Monroe
John J. Morris
Monique R. Nelson
Kylie M. Niese
Tess C. Niese
Lawrence N. Nkwisheu-

Francis
Jacob D. Olson
Lindsay N. Parsons 
Hortencia Y. Perez
Elizabeth D. Perras
Jacob R. Perry
Brent T. Peters
Heather M. Pogan

Matthew C. Poignon
Tyler M. Reiser
Matthew A. Roesel
Cody A. Rogowski
Zachary A. Rowe
Samer J. Salahat
Danielle N. Scheiderer
Douglas Brian Lynn 

Schmaus
Anna J. Shanteau
Kaitlyn M. Sheahan
Nicholas Shinabery
Kelly C. Shoemaker
Wyatt Smith
Brian D. St. Johns
Jessica L. Strayer
Alec Tepper
Kyle J. Thornton
Sydney E. Tillman 
Cameron J. Vandyken
Kyle R. Vierling
Nicholas Wadysz
Stephen Walling
Lucas A. Wank
Christie S. Warchol
Troy C. Ward
Ella M. Washington
Christopher M. Wertz
Cassandra M. Westrick
Melissa K. Wilt
Ashley A. Wittenmyer
Benjamin A. Wonderly
Ethan Wood
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School of Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics 
Ceremony
10 a.m.

On the stage 

Mary Beth Hammond 
Board of Trustees, Chair

Dr. William Balzer 
Interim President

Dr. Denise Smith 
Provost

Dr. Yojana Sharma 
Dean, School of School of Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics

Sarah Long 
Associate Professor, Math, Faculty Representative

Gregory Gibbs 
Chair, Applied Engineering and Industrial Technologies, 
Nomenclator

Owens Community College

55th Spring Commencement
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Music by Owens Radio (OCCR)

Announcements

The National Anthem

Welcome and Introductions 
Dr. Balzer

President’s Remarks 
Dr. Balzer

Recognition of Special Student Groups 
Dr. Smith

Recognition of Graduates with Honors 
Dr. Smith 

Presentation of the Graduating Class  
to the President and Board of Trustees 
Dr. Smith and Accompanied by the Faculty

Presentation of Degree Candidates 
Mr. Gibbs

Conferral of the Associate Degrees 
Dr. Balzer on behalf of the Board of Trustees 

Closing 
Dr. Balzer

We want to thank each of you for celebrating today while still being mindful of social 
distancing and wearing a mask. Please remain in your seats throughout the ceremony.  
We ask that when the ceremony concludes, please wait to be dismissed by Owens staff and 
then promptly exit the building and return to your vehicles. Thank you once again for 
helping us mark this special occasion safely.
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School of Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics
Associate of Applied Business

Amy J. Fox
Maxwell S. Frey

Alan P. Schroeder
Kyle R. Vierling

Associate of Applied Science
Bradley T. Allan
Ruth E. Ammons
Evan B. Aufderhaar
Ashor Babona 
Robert L. Barkhimer
Noah A. Beattie
Ryan M. Beauregard
Dylan S. Bertram
Riley A. Betcher
Riley Bialorucki
Jacob S. Birchall
Samih H. Borghol
Travis Brown
Hayden D. Brown
Joshua D. Case
Cordell O. Clarkson
Wesley S. Cline
Ethan Crosby
Garrett N. Cummings
Miguel A. Diaz
Riley L. Dillinger
Jack J. Doeden
Dakota E. DuBois
Chase C. DuShane
Tyler L. Echler
Joseph R. Edwards
Alex J. Enis
Tanner J. Franzosi
Chad Fraser
Michael J. Geis
Cody M. Hambro
Cameron D. Hartwick
Mason J. Hempel
Alyssa M. Heyerly
Jared P. Howell
Joshua J. Hunt
Andrew J. Husted

Nathan C. Jacobs
Richard N. Janson Jr.
Dalton A. Joice
Samuel E. Kennedy
Kourtney Klann
Matthew S. Lawer
Dwight S. Ledbetter
Dallas R. Lewis
Ryan T. Logston
Connor W. Long
Christian J. MacKellar
Cade A. Manley
Austin P. Maple
Tyler A. Maple
Stephen M. Markham
Matthew P. McNutt
Paul C. Meyer
Michael N. Meyers
Matthew R. Miedema
Carson F. Miller
Ahmed A. Mohammed 
Stuart C. Morehous
John J. Morris
Nathan A. Nickey
Lawrence N. Nkwisheu-Francis
Brant A. Popplewell
Joshua D. Postma
Bailey J. Railer
Jason D. Reneger
Chase S. Rewoldt
Megan N. Rizor
Zachary A. Rowe
John M. Sandwisch
Douglas Brian Lynn Schmaus
John W. Schultz II
Derron R. Seaburn
Christian P. Sova
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Because some graduates opted to keep their names confidential, they have not been listed in this program.

Associate of Science
Anna R. Abair
Sydney L. Becher
Kolton G. Bloom
Jameson W. Botimer
Elizabeth J. Brothers
David B. Cochran
Stefania M. Czech
Evan M. Daggett
Jessica L. Daly
Matthew B. Davis
Derek Delgado
Kelsey E. Flanigan
Hannah E. Garey
Nathan Hall

Jacob D. Haymier
Stephanie L. Kasparian
Natalie R. Kraemer
Timothy M. Lemire
Alexis G. Pirrwitz
Olivia S. Reinhart
Lucas D. Richardson
Raquel R. Riley
La Donia Shaw
Lillian R. Sherman
Gavin D. Starcher
Michelle N. Stuhler
Amanda N. Traver
Katelyn Westmeyer

Associate of Technical Studies
Justin J. Bennett
John P. Bowers
Alexander R. Dahms
Amy L. Deeter
Randall J. Huner 
Benjamin D. Klein
Jay Lopez
Logan D. Mack

Ridge A. McGirr
Brendan J. Miller
Alexander A. Ortiz 
Andrew M. Smith
Taylor M. Stanforth
Lucas A. Wank
Troy C. Ward

Cooper A. Sprinkle
Alec Tepper
Seth A. Thompson
Kyle J. Thornton
Jacob A. Troyer
Triston S. Tuggle
Duncan N. Vail
Cameron J. Vandyken
Anna K. VanWormer

Theodore C. Vassil-Horse
Justin Cole Vollmar
Nicholas Wadysz
Jared J. Welty
Christopher M. Wertz
Collin R. Wodrich
Brennan W. Young
Jacob M. Young

Associate of Applied Science (Continued)
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School of Business, Information 
and Public Service and
School of Liberal Arts
Ceremony
1 p.m.

On the stage 

Mary Beth Hammond
Board of Trustees, Chair

Dr. William Balzer
Interim President

Dr. Denise Smith
Provost

Dr. Michael Pfahl
Dean, School of Business, Information and Public Service

Michael Sander
Dean, School of Liberal Arts

Jennifer Hazel
Professor, English, Faculty Representative

Dr. Stephen Williams
Instructor, Hospitality, Faculty Representative

Dr. Russ Bodi
Professor, English, Nomenclator

Owens Community College

55th Spring Commencement
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Music by Owens Radio (OCCR)

Announcements

The National Anthem

Welcome and Introductions 
Dr. Balzer

President’s Remarks 
Dr. Balzer

Recognition of Special Student Groups 
Dr. Smith

Recognition of Graduates with Honors 
Dr. Smith 

Presentation of the Graduating Class  
to the President and Board of Trustees 
Dr. Smith and Accompanied by the Faculty

Presentation of Degree Candidates 
Dr. Bodi

Conferral of the Associate Degrees 
Dr. Balzer on behalf of the Board of Trustees 

Closing 
Dr. Balzer   

We want to thank each of you for celebrating today while still being mindful of social 
distancing and wearing a mask. Please remain in your seats throughout the ceremony.  
We ask that when the ceremony concludes, please wait to be dismissed by Owens staff and 
then promptly exit the building and return to your vehicles. Thank you once again for 
helping us mark this special occasion safely.
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School of Business, Information 
and Public Service
Associate of Applied Business

Sara M. Alnassir
Khalid M. BassamAwad
Ashley N. Beers
Rachel L. Benson
Dewayne D. Clark
Erica L. Cutcher
Kristin L. Depew
Hunter P. Goss
Max F. Hill
Christopher L. Hoeffel
Connor T. Kozlaker
Brent McClain
Tyler J. Mitchell
Robin J. Nachtrab
Ciera L. Neal
Michelle G. Pavel

Brent T. Peters
Aaron J. Peterson
Alisha R. Pierce
Matthew C. Poignon
Matthew A. Roesel
Cody A. Rogowski
Alexis N. Schultz
Nicholas Shinabery
Allecia L. Shope
Jeff C. Spain
Jessica L. Strayer
Gabrielle M. Teifke
Donald A. Thanasiu
Alex J. Valdivia
Wanda J. Wray
Braden A. Zuber

Associate of Applied Science
India N. Barrand
Sheena N. Bounds 
Cole P. Bowers
Colonel P. Bruster 
Elizabeth Chagolla
Jaden A. Dewood
Drew Gallagher 
Kassidy L. Halstead
Rachal D. Hamilton
Hannah E. Heyerly

Maria I. Hiltner
Katelynn E. Lingle
Jasmine E. McNett
Jessica. D Moss
Jacob R. Perry
Jonathan G. Phlegar 
Demetrice L. Reasonover
Amanda K. Steen
Tyler J. Vaculik
Tamara L. Vance

Associate of Arts
Jacob D. Olson



19#owensgrad

Because some graduates opted to keep their names confidential, they have not been listed in this program.

Associate of Science
Zachary A. Bradish
RaShada Bruce 
Andrew W. Burley
Danielle M. Burnett
Hannah R. Elrod
Andrew T. Flowers
Audrey M. Gawrych
Dalton C. Hay
Florence M. Hayes

Corey A. Julius
Patrick J. Kmiec
Ashley K. Patterson
Samer J. Salahat
Wyatt Smith
Brittney T. Spitulski
Sydney E. Tillman 
Cierra L. Valenti
Brendan D. Vaughn

Associate of Technical Studies
Nautica T. Beal 
Jason L. Eiden
Olivia C. Frankart
Phillip S. Koewler

Tammy S. Ohrt
Kasey Szirotnyak
Daniel L. Taylor 
Stephen Walling
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School of Liberal Arts
Associate of Applied Science

Robin Blain
Samantha J. Bombrys
Chloe S. Brush
Sidney S. Carlen
Alyssa D. Daniel
Cameron J Fais
Brittany A. Hayes
George Thomas Heban
Joshua J. Jump
Lauren P. Kanavel
Jamie M. Kincaid-Phillips

Jacob B. Knisely
Kadijah S. Lee
Ethan A. Leffler
Lyndsie D. Leonard
Gidget B. Losiewicz
Allison L. Osborn
Hortencia Y. Perez
Cornell R. Rice
Kortney L. Russell
Paige M. Sigurdson

Associate of Arts
Sandra L. Baker
Meghan D. Benner
Barbara G. Burnett 
Francesca C. Capponi
Jeffrey F. Combs
Chloe L. Daniel
Brian J. Dietz
Magdalina A. Elchert
Margo M. Ervin
Alexa E. Galton
Robert L. Garcia
Noah A. Garmatter
Madison C. Gentit
Carson E. Gibson
Madelyn K. Griffin
George Thomas Heban
Artisha R. Johnson
Dana L. Kearns
Robert A. Keller
Margaret A. Kennedy
Jamey L. Kohli
Abigail A. Kolinski
Brandon J. Kusz
Geoffrey W. McKinney
Shaelyn A. McNamara

Alexandra N. Mettler
Sarah P. Minnich
Daniel D. Muszynski
Elizabeth C. Nuhfer
Alexis G. Pirrwitz
Jenna E. Priest
Raquel R. Riley
Gabriel D. Russell
Sheraia K. Smith
Amy M. Smith
Chauncey D. Stokes
Michelle N. Stuhler
Cassandra Sullivan
Kortney M. Sutter
Emily M. Tajblik
Amanda N. Traver
Cody R. Vance
Kevin M. Viers
Marrah L. Walker
Elijah S. Weber
Kelsey N. Werner
Tyler S. Whearty
Ashley A. Wittenmyer
Ethan Wood
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Associate of Science
Kaitlyn M. Diaz
Cassie Fiene
Amanda B. Foley
George Thomas Heban
Kaitlyn D. Heistand
Heather C. Homrich

Audrey L. Kazmaier
Gregory A. McClusky
Abby J. McGough
Brandi L. Obregon
Kara Lee Schmaus
Melissa K. Wilt

Because some graduates opted to keep their names confidential, they have not been listed in this program.

Associate of Technical Studies
Michael J. Albert
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School of Nursing and Health 
Professions Ceremony
4 p.m.

On the stage 

Mary Beth Hammond
Board of Trustees, Chair

Diana H. (Dee) Talmage 
Board of Trustees

Dr. William Balzer
Interim President

Dr. Denise Smith
Provost

Catherine Ford
Dean, School of Nursing and Health Professions

Dr. Sara Burke
Instructor, Physical Therapist Assistant, Faculty Representative

Susan Nichols
Instructor, Dental Hygiene, Nomenclator

Owens Community College

55th Spring Commencement
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Music by Owens Radio (OCCR)

Announcements

The National Anthem

Welcome and Introductions 
Dr. Balzer

President’s Remarks 
Dr. Balzer

Recognition of Special Student Groups 
Dr. Smith

Recognition of Graduates with Honors 
Dr. Smith 

Presentation of the Graduating Class  
to the President and Board of Trustees 
Dr. Smith and Accompanied by the Faculty

Presentation of Degree Candidates 
Mrs. Nichols

Conferral of the Associate Degrees 
Dr. Balzer on behalf of the Board of Trustees 

Closing 
Dr. Balzer   

We want to thank each of you for celebrating today while still being mindful of social 
distancing and wearing a mask. Please remain in your seats throughout the ceremony.  
We ask that when the ceremony concludes, please wait to be dismissed by Owens staff and 
then promptly exit the building and return to your vehicles. Thank you once again for 
helping us mark this special occasion safely.
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School of Nursing and  
Health Professions
Associate of Applied Science

Amber N. Alvarado
Kelsey N. Auger
Kia Awls
Youssef Badra
Amanda J. Barbee
Samantha E. Barrett
Shelby M. Bilger
Amy N. Blanchard
Miranda S. Bogert 
Alexys Bonds
Amanda M. Branam
Hunter E. Breidenbach
Cassie A. Brescol
Rebecca J. Brown
Amber K. Brown
Maurice Bryant
Elizabeth Berg
Jessica L. Bubacz
Makayla M. Burtscher
Elizabeth A. Calhoon
Latanya N. Calhoun
Brandon G. Campos
Taylor N. Carpenter
Racheal M. Carranza
Kelsey L. Chaney
Andrea S. Cherry
Dahlia L. Chong
Alexandra E. Clark
Amanda L. Clark
Janell K. Clark
Christina N. Cocagne
Marissa K. Cordero
April M. Cousino
Amanda J. Czech
Emmi Darrow
Kimberly A. DeMars 
Julie D. DeSloover
Lauren N. DeTray
Ashley R. Eckenrode
Sarah N. Elting
Alyssa M. Escobedo
Kara E. Evers
Abbegail L. Feasel

Matthew M. Fitzpatrick
Hanna N. Fogel
Alexa R. Follas
Danie L. Fout
Lana E. Furfaro
Gaige P. Gaietto
Brittany L. Galvan
Brittany M. Gause
Ashley D. Geldine
Keagan E. George
Luke M. Golus
Kaylee Gonzales
Ashley A. Graham
Russell L. Grimm 
Britney A. Grisez
Lucas W. Guy
Jordyn L. Haar
Harper L. Hahey
Natalie J. Hanudel
Carlene K. Hardman
Lindsey M. Harris
Bryn N. Hasenaur
JW A. Heape-Bell
Madilyn M. Hohenberger
Brittney M. Holcomb
Jessica L. Holman
Corey L. Holmes
Alyssa S. Homer
Desiree Hyler
Monica S. Iwuagwu
Glendora D. Jackson
Kenesha R. Jackson
Victoria R. James
Chelsey J. Jeffries
Michaela M. Jenkins
Rachel A. Johnson
Nagib H. Jomaa
Kristi N. Jones
Stephanie L. Kasparian
Tyler E. Kay
Konnor Keaton
Kristine L. Keener
Lauren E. Keil
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Lori L. Kelso
Kayla A. Kleinhans
Heather N. Kohn
Julia Kriston
Jenna L. Kulwicki
Brenna M. Kummer
Katie M. Lambert
Morgan L. Lause
Tonya R. Logan
Jamie Lombard
Breanna N. Longenecker
Breann N. Luce
Christopher Luna
Lacie A. Lymond
Adrianne C. Mahl
Nicholas G. Makras
Clare A. Mallory
Hannah M. Marazon
Jessica Martin
Madalyn M. Martinez
Leigh A. Martinez
Heather N. McAdams
Danielle E. McConnell
Darlene M. McCracken
Amanda C. McCrory
Ciara M. McMillan
Deonda M. McNeal
Tim E. McQuillin Jr.
Chelsea M. Menke
Meridith M. Meyer
Jillian A. Meyers
Heather M. Miller
Rilee P. Milligan
Emily M. Milosch
Lauren Milosch
Craig A. Monroe
Rebecca A. Moon
Claudia Morman
Amber M. Mulholland
Banji Munachonga
Monique R. Nelson
Maria I. Nevarez

Mason M. Niceley
Kylie M. Niese
Tess C. Niese
Taylor M. Nolte
Angelique Norris
Alex M. Norris
Miranda Noss
Betty K. Nyabuto
David A. Ordogh
Henry N. Osando
Cassandra Ottensman 
Dominique M. Overton
Andrea Parisca
Lindsay N. Parsons
Courtney A. Pennington
Elizabeth D. Perras
Heather M. Pogan
Amelia G. Poiry
Tiffani A. Popa
Ariel L. Pyle
Heather J. Racz
Madison E. Randolph
Mickenzie G. Reed
Alexis M. Reese
Tyler M. Reiser
Michael P. Richardson
Matt E. Riebe
Brynne M. Riegsecker
Kasey A. Riegsecker
Kelly R. Roach
Megan M. Rolf
Noah T. Roper
Elora K. Rubin
Nicole C. Sanner
Danielle N. Scheiderer
Erica T. Schiets
Kayla M. Schmieg
Alexis N. Schumaker
Kari S. Schwiefert
Jennifer R. Scudder
Christopher M. Sexton
Anna J. Shanteau

Associate of Applied Science (Continued) 

Because some graduates opted to keep their names confidential, they have not been listed in this program.



Spring Commencement 202126

Associate of Applied Science (Continued) 
Kaitlyn M. Sheahan
Brittany L. Sheaves
Kelly C. Shoemaker
Danielle G. Singer
Nathan J. Singlar
Robin L. Slates
Clarissa A. Slusher
Gisell E. Smith
Madeleine J. Smith
Kayla D. Smith
Taylor L. Smith
Kevin S. Sommer
Ivy L. Soto
Reagan A. Spadafore
Allison L. Staccone
Brian D. St. Johns
Emily J. Stoner
Kelsie M. Sutton
Merissa L. Swain
Eva M. Swatek
Andrea D. Talbot
Konomi Tanaka
Stephanie M. Tanhueco
Jaime L. Teegardin
Claire E. Thompson

Susan K. Tilton
Kimberly B. Tingley
Aniela M. Tomaski
Paxton J. Tuohy
Victoria Valle
Julia C. Vanhoose
Erin L. Veller
Veronica Venegas
Adam M. Waggoner
Christie S. Warchol
Hannah D. Warn
Ella M. Washington
Ty E. Watson
Thomas J. Watson
Athena D. Weaver
Evan M. Wendt
Cassandra M. Westrick
Alexis M. White
Kayla R. Whiteman
Teegan R. Winkelman
Benjamin A. Wonderly
Brittany R. Worline
Jessica M. Wozniak
Sarah M. Zamora

Associate of Science
Owen R. Gast
Jon’Niece M. May
Justin W. Studenka
Anna G. Zemaitis
Kenneth M. Zimmerman

Because some graduates opted to keep their names confidential, they have not been listed in this program.
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Owens Community College
Board of Trustees

Mary Beth Hammond 	 Chair
Dr. Srinivas K. Hejeebu 	 Vice Chair
Jason W. Johnson 	 Trustee
Karil M. Morrissey 	 Trustee
Sherina Ohanian	 Trustee
H. Richard Rowe 	 Trustee
Rita L. Russell 	 Trustee
Diana H. (Dee) Talmage 	 Trustee

 
Office of the President		

Dr. William Balzer	 Interim President
Jennifer Fehnrich	 Executive Director, Owens Community College Foundation  
	 and Government and Community Relations
Steven Harrison	 Director, Public Safety/Chief of Police
Jason Morris	 Executive Director, Human Resources
Lisa Nagel	 General Counsel/Vice President, Administration
		

Office of Academic Affairs		
Dr. Denise Smith	 Vice President, Academic Affairs/Provost
Julie Baker	 Dean, Findlay Campus
Jane Berger	 Director, Library Services
Tracy Campbell	 Assistant Director, Advanced Manufacturing  
	 and FAME (Findlay)
Dr. Anne Fulkerson	 Director, Institutional Research
Levi Good	 Director, Skilled Trades and Apprenticeship Programs
Brandon Gaddy	 Director, TRIO Student Support Services
Justin Huber	 Director, Aspire Program
James Jackson	 Director, Fast Track Program
Mark Karamol	 Director, E-Learning
Erica Parish	 Dean, Accreditation and Academic Support
Quinton Roberts	 Dean, Workforce and Community Services
Jaime Wineland	 Director, Workforce and Community Operations
		

School of Business, Information and Public Service		
Dr. Michael Pfahl	 Dean, School of Business, Information and Public Services
Joann Gruner	 Chair, Food, Nutrition and Hospitality
Elizabeth King	 Chair, Business Technologies
Mark King	 Chair, Criminal Justice
Richard Ottensman Jr.	 Chair, Fire Services
Matthew Phillips	 Chair, Emergency Services Technology
				  

School of Liberal Arts		
Michael Sander	 Dean, School of Liberal Arts
Dr. Michelle Arbogast	 Chair, Teacher Education and Human Services
L. Scott Deaner	 Chair, Social and Behavioral Sciences
Jeremy Meier	 Chair, Fine and Performing Arts
Dr. Diane Routson	 Assistant Chair, Humanities
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School of Nursing and Health Professions		
Catherine Ford	 Dean, School of Nursing and Health Professions
Suellen Barnum	 Chair, Magnetic Resonance Imaging Program
Veronica Burgert	 Chair, Medical Assisting Program
Skytha Fleming	 Chair, Health Information Technology
Irene Jones	 Chair, Nursing
Lori Maynard	 Chair, Surgical Technology Program
Julie Posey	 Chair, General and Vascular Sonography
Barbara Seguine	 Chair, Occupational Therapy Assistant Program
Michelle Shephard	 Assistant Chair, Nursing, Lab Operations
Christine Smith	 Chair, Radiologic Technology Program
Elizabeth Tronolone	 Chair, Dental Hygiene Programs
Bradley Wood	 Chair, Physical Therapist Assistant Program
		

School of Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics		
Dr. Yojana Sharma	 Dean, School of Science, Technology, Engineering  
	 and Mathematics
Dr. Rhea Busick	 Chair, Life and Natural Sciences
Gregory Gibbs	 Chair, Applied Engineering and Industrial Technologies
Sherri Johnson	 Chair, Transportation Technologies
Dr. Diana Stachowiak	 Chair, Electrical Engineering and Computer Technologies
Michelle Younker	 Chair, Mathematics
		

Office of Student Services		
Amy Giordano	 Vice President, Enrollment Management and Student Services
Yasmine Bachar	 Director, Advising
Adrian Baney	 Director, Counseling Services
Dr. Danielle Filipchuk	 Assistant Dean, Student Life and Title IX Coordinator
Ashley Foster	 Director, Student Financial Services
Jill Gentry	 Registrar
Jason Griffin	 Director, Marketing and Communications
Erin Kramer	 Director, Admissions
Andrea Morrow	 Director, Financial Aid
David Shaffer	 Executive Director, Student Services
Kurtis Soltman	 Director, Disability Resource Center
Shelley Whitaker	 Director, Athletics
		

Office of Business Affairs		
Jeffrey Ganues	 Vice President, Business Affairs/Chief Financial Officer
Jared Baber	 Chief Information Officer
Katie Feher	 Controller
David Halsey	 Director, Facilities and Construction
Brian Lauber	 Director, Client Services and Desktop Technologies
Todd Schroeder	 Director, Student Accounts
James Specht Jr.	 Director, IT Infrastructure
Sweta Thakker	 Director, Enterprise Application Systems
Danielle Tracy	 Executive Director, Operations
David Wahr	 Director, Business Operations
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Instructional Faculty and Staff	
Paul Adams	 Professor, Math and Science

Eileen Alexander	 Instructor, Nursing

April Andrews	 Academic Lab Technician, Science

Beverly Baney	 Professor, Nursing (Findlay)

Debra Baumgartner	 Assistant Professor, Nursing (Findlay)

Paul Bean	 Associate Professor, Quality

Michael Bento	 Professor, Business Technology

Dr. Lucie Biddinger	 Professor, English (Findlay)

Brian Birt	 Associate Professor, English

Michael Bode	 Professor, English

Dr. Russell Bodi	 Professor, English

Mustafa Bourawi	 Assistant Professor, Math

Dr. Jason Brouwer	 Assistant Professor, Social/Behavioral Sciences

Terri Bucklew	 Teacher, Child Care Center (Findlay)

Dr. Anne Bullerjahn	 Professor, Science

Dr. Sara Burke	 Instructor, Physical Therapist Assistant Program

Susan Burris	 Professor, English (Findlay)

Cheryl Busdeker	 Teacher, Child Care Center (Findlay)

Tara Carter	 Academic Lab Technician, Science (Findlay)

Dr. Guangzhong Chen	 Associate Professor, Math

Julie Chesser	 Professor, Math (Credit)

Elizabeth Condon	 Professor, Math

Robert Connour II	 Professor, Science (Findlay)

Casey Cook	 Instructor, Animation

Dr. Steven Culbertson	 Professor, Communications/Humanities

Lacey Davis	 Instructor, Nursing

Stephen Davis	 Lab Technician, Transportation Technologies

Thomas Deckelman	 Professor, Business Technology

Carl Dietrich	 Professor, Communications/Humanities

Amy Dixon	 Coordinator, Nursing Educational Enhancement and  
	 Development (NEED)

Dr. Genesis Downey	 Professor, English

Anthony Duris	 Instructor, Welding

Dr. Mohammed Elnahal	 Professor, English

Laurie Erford	 Professor, Nursing

Andrew Erickson	 Instructor, Philosophy

Melissa Falk	 Clinical Coordinator, Nursing

Christopher Foley	 Associate Professor, Science

Ruth Foote	 Professor, Fine and Performing Arts

Kristina Ford-Weber	 Laboratory Faculty, Skills and Human Patient Simulator

Amy Foster	 Clinical Teaching Faculty, Nursing

Robin Foster	 Coordinator, Nursing Skills Lab (Findlay)

Benjamin Frazier	 Instructor, Welding

Cecelia Geckeis	 Professor, Communications/Humanities
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Lynda Glanz	 Professor, Nursing (Findlay)

Bernard Goedde	 Assistant Professor, Transportation Technologies

Sabrina Goodman	 Professor, English

Matthew Gosses	 Professor, Science (Findlay)

Melinda Gray	 Professor, Teacher Education and Human Services (Findlay)

Marcia Grizzard	 Instructor, Nursing (Medical/Surgical)

Daniel Gross	 Lab Technician, Transportation Technologies Program

Drew Grover	 Assistant Professor, Caterpillar/Diesel

Randall Haar	 Instructor, Robotics and Automation

Vivian Hackney	 Clinical Teaching Faculty, Nursing (Findlay)

Baher Hanna	 Professor, Math

Jeffrey Hansell	 Lab Technician (Findlay)

Jeffrey Hardesty	 Professor, Business Technology

Dr. David Hawes	 Professor, English

Jennifer Hazel	 Professor, English

Jacqueline Heilmann	 Clinical Teaching Faculty, Nursing

Amelia Hermiller	 Associate Professor, Math (Credit, Findlay)

James Hodak	 Professor, Communications/Humanities

Cory Hoover	 Professor, English

Cynthia Hotaling	 Professor, Nursing (Findlay)

Jeffrey Howard	 Assistant Professor, Transportation Technologies

AnnMarie Jablonowski	 Professor, Communications/Humanities

Dr. Mary Kaczinski	 Professor, Design Technologies

Ramadevi Kannan	 Professor, Accounting

Cyril Keiffer	 Professor, Information Systems

Lynn Kendall	 Lab Technician, Electronics Lab

Megan Kerr	 Professor, Social/Behavioral Sciences

Joshua Killy	 Lab Technician, Applied Engineering and  
	 Industrial Technologies

Christopher Kinkade	 Instructor, Automotive/GM ASEP

Robert Klein	 Coordinator, Science Lab

Sabrina Konesni	 Clinical Teaching Faculty, Nursing

Leonard Kress	 Professor, Communications/Humanities

Laud Kwaku	 Professor, Math

Dr. Kiyoung Lee	 Associate Professor, Science

John Leonard	 Coordinator, Emergency Services Technology

Julie Lohse	 Professor, Nursing

Sarah Long	 Associate Professor, Math

Brenda Ludwig	 Professor, Office Administration (Findlay)

Tiffany Ludwig	 Instructor, Nursing; Pediatric/Community

Margaret Ludwikoski	 Laboratory Faculty, Skills and Human Patient  
	 Simulator (HPS)

Thomas Mahas	 Associate Professor, Electrical/Electronics

Julie Maier	 Academic Lab Technician, Science

Gerald Marko	 Assistant Professor, Transportation Technologies

Thomas Marshall	 Professor, Business Technology (Findlay)



Spring Commencement 202132

Carey Marten	 Professor, Fine and Performing Arts

Diane McDougle	 Professor, Nursing

Teresa McGaharan	 Professor, Health Information Technology

Thomas McRitchie	 Instructor, Transportation Technologies

Jennifer Mier	 Assistant Professor, Nursing; Mental Health/ 
	 Medical/Surgical

Dr. John Miga	 Associate Professor, Teacher Education and  
	 Human Services

Thomas Mika	 Professor, Science (Findlay)

Barbara Miller	 Professor, Nursing

Kimberly Minke	 Professor, Social/Behavioral Sciences

Dr. Marian Moore	 Professor, Social/Behavioral Sciences

Amy Morford	 Instructor, Culinary Arts

Dr. Marilee Motto	 Professor, English

Richard Myers	 Professor, English

Charles Nicewonder	 Professor, Math

Susan Nichols	 Instructor, Dental Hygiene

Dr. Maria Ostasz	 Professor, Science

Dr. Cheryl Paeth	 Assistant Professor, Occupational Therapy

Dr. Joy Parker	 Instructor, English

Dr. Thomas Passero	 Professor, International Business

Dr. Ann-Marie Paulin	 Professor, English

Cheryl Perlaky	 Laboratory Faculty, Skills and Human Patient  
	 Simulator (HPS)

James Peschel	 Lab Technician, Applied Engineering and  
	 Industrial Technologies

Dr. Denise Pheils	 Professor,  Information Systems

Janet Pinkelman	 Professor, Nursing

Shelley Pomerson	 Teacher, Child Care Center (Findlay)

William Powell	 Professor, Food, Nutrition and Hospitality

Teri Pratt	 Professor, Office Administration

Dr. Kristin Price	 Professor, Social/Behavioral Sciences

Randy Ratliff	 Assistant Professor, Transportation Technologies

Eric Reed	 Professor, Communications/Humanities

Timothy Rice	 Professor, English (Findlay)

Joanne Roehrs	 Associate Professor, Science

Janine Rosenthal	 Professor, Accounting

Steven Ross	 Professor, Social/Behavioral Science

Randolph Rubley	 Assistant Professor, Transportation Technologies  
	 (Temporary)

Dayna Russeau	 Coordinator, Nursing Skills Lab

Sivagnanam Sakthivel	 Professor, Business Technology (Findlay)

Jamal Salahat	 Professor, Math

Jennifer Sanders	 Professor, Nursing

Melanie Scherdt	 Associate Professor, Nursing (Findlay)

Erika Scheufler	 Instructor, Science
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Kevin Schroeder	 Professor, Fine and Performing Arts

Brian Schwab	 Lab Technician, Welding

Wayne Seely	 Associate Professor, Criminal Justice and  
	 Police Officer Academy

Matthew Seikel	 Professor, Math

Michael Senour	 Professor, Math (Findlay)

Duane Shaffer	 Instructor, Design Technologies (Findlay)

Julie Shank	 Clinical Teaching Faculty, Nursing (Findlay)

William Shepherd	 Assistant Professor, Electrical/Electronics

Shannon Smith	 Associate Professor, English

Luann Snyder	 Professor, Nursing

Michael Sprowls	 Professor, Math (Findlay)

Emily Stefanka	 Teacher, Child Care Center (Findlay)

Carl Stevens	 Instructor, Diesel

Sean Stewart	 Professor, Math

Deborah Sullivan	 Assistant Professor, Nursing

Lesa Swimmer	 Academic Lab Technician, Science

Donald Szymanski	 Associate Professor, Electrical/Electronics

Robert Thomas	 Instructor, Broadcast Technology

Robert Ticherich	 Associate Professor, Music Recording

Andrew Timothy	 Assistant Professor, Business Technology

Julie Tinsman	 Teacher, Child Care Center (Findlay)

Cecilia Tolson	 Professor, Nursing

Jennell Twigg	 Instructor, Radiography

Carrie Vanderhoff	 Teacher, Child Care Center (Findlay)

Andrea VanVorhis	 Professor, Communications/Humanities (Findlay)

Kevin Walker	 Lab Technician, Advanced Computer Aided Machining

Eric Wallack	 Professor, Fine and Performing Arts

Susan Wannemacher	 Professor, Dental Hygiene

Dr. Daniel Wedding	 Professor, Electrical/Electronics

Heath Weilnau	 Instructor, John Deere/Diesel

Louise Weller	 Clinical Teaching Faculty, Nursing

Susan Welling	 Instructor, Medical Imaging Technologies

Michael Welty	 Instructor, Skilled Trades/Electrical

Dr. Ruby White	 Professor, Science

Beth Williams	 Instructor, Dietetics and Nutrition

Dr. Stephen Williams	 Instructor, Hospitality

Jami Williamson	 Professor, Therapeutic Services

Dr. Dominic Wilson	 Associate Professor, Information Systems

Darlene Wise	 Assistant Professor, Nursing; Mental-Health

Elizabeth Zacharias	 Laboratory Faculty, Skills and Human Patient  
	 Simulator (HPS)

Makenzie Zesing	 Instructor, Sonography

Wendy Zettel	 Clinical Teaching Faculty, Nursing
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Equity Statement
Owens Community College is dedicated to cultivating an equitable and 
inclusive college community that considers the impact of its actions on all 
members. Owens Community College will continue to assess the needs 
of students, faculty, and staff to provide an environment and resources 
that foster success. As a community, we will adopt practices that promote 
equity, nurture a culture of inclusion, promote social justice, and use that 
power to ensure success for all our members.
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M I S S I O N
The Owens Community College mission is 
to foster student and community success by 
providing high quality and affordable education 
that leads to rewarding careers, personal growth, 
and regional economic strength.

V I S I O N
As the premier two-year college in northwest 
Ohio, Owens Community College will be the first 
choice for students seeking career credentials and 
university transfer, and will be recognized as an 
indispensable partner for businesses, educational 
institutions, and community organizations.




