WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,
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WHEREAS,
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Proclamation

Owens Community College has been a cornerstone of education and economic
development in Northwest Ohio for the past 60 years by preparing students for
careers, building community partnerships, and creating pathways to success; and

Owens opened its doors in 1965 with approximately 200 students and has since
grown into one of the region’s most accessible and respected institutions of higher
education, serving more than 500,000 credit students over its history; and

Owens began as part of the Penta County Technical Institute, became an
independent institution in 1970, and was renamed Michael J. Owens Technical
College in 1972 to honor the revolutionary glass manufacturing inventor; and

Its transition to Owens Community College in 1994 marked an expansion of
academic offerings, including arts and sciences classes and the first two years of
bachelor’s degree programs, further solidifying a role in student success and
regional growth; and

Under the leadership of President Dr. Dione D. Somerville, Owens continues to
deliver high-quality, real-world education aligned with employer needs across
diverse fields such as healthcare, skilled trades, business, and public service; and

Owens is home to the innovative Healthcare Education Center and the Center
for Emergency Preparedness, and maintains strong partnerships with regional
universities and employers to support student transfer and job placement; and

As Owens celebrates its 60th anniversary, the college remains committed to
its mission: delivering life-changing education, strengthening communities, and
preparing tomorrow’s workforce; NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

That the Board of Lucas County Commissioners, Lucas County, Ohio, does
hereby congratulate Owens Community College on its 60 years of excellence and
service to the people of Lucas County and Northwest Ohio.
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